typographic variables



1 legibility
1.1 face
1.z style

1.3 distortion

2 readability
21 case
2.2 size

23 weight

a1 serif
al roman

al stretch

al upper
2 small

al normal

bl sans serifo script

bl italic

b 5QUeeZe

b lower
b normal
& bold

o skew

c 5.Caps
qlarge

d heavy

3 setting
41 display 1.1 balance
1.2 alignment

1.3 column

4 type support
4 upper & lower 41 illumination
w2 lines

43 image

al symmetry s asymmetry
a left v right geentre o justified

gnormal  u narrow ¢ wide

al typographic v decorative
al straight b curved athin ) thick

a background r adjacent o contained



5 spacing
5.1 letter
s.2 word
5.3 line

5.4 margin

6 reading
5.1 Orientation
5.2 direction

6.3 sequence

a1 normal
a normal
a1 normal

a1 normal

al horizontal & vertical

a left=right

u close
o close
b close

5] NArrow

€] wide
o wide
« wide

o wide

v right-left

a overlap
a1 touch

4 overlap

« diagonal

g top-bottom

i page-page u across spread o across pages

This simple morphology provides the basic typographic variables. The ones under-
lined indicate traditional typographic choices. Within these variables lie innumerable
possihilities - some of them illustrated in the following pages, but many more to be
explored. These variables can be expanded and modified working with eombinations
within and berween the groups.
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